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Every February, bocals and iourists walk
the streats of Nice wearing coslumes,
dancing, throwing confalll and poking fun
al celabritios and politicians, That's the
spirit of the Carnéval here, a pagan and
Chrestian tradition which became popular
in Eurcpa in the Middio Agoes. "This was
thar time af year when people could do
and say whalgwer they wanbed about thoir
loadars, as they wers wearing masks
and costumes, * Denie Zanon of the Nice
bourism bureau Sold hiEuwops.

The Carnival Parades

Since 1873, beautiully decorated floats
have paraged night and day through the
city. Dasigner Jean-Plerre Provigna, who
created savan of this year's 17 floats
always lies 1o watch the two hour show
standing among the crowd. ® | listen o the
people amound ma 1o hear their neactions
ak tha oals pass by °, bo gays.

T cored, a3 locads called the parada, wil
take place on Massens squane and sound
i Promanade du Padlon green painway.
Theer King. tha Gumen. ard tha Prince of tha
Carmival always load tha cortege. followad
by the oaghe and the ralepignata (bal), two
symbols of the city.

The foats, which can reach a height of
17 meters, all tell a story. This yaar many
thernes afe energy. Onie Roal kas leaders
pumping all the enengy of the workd, making
& geank aarth it e a canda, The Trumg
foal shows the new US President sitting
on an oil wall pewening hair deyars. Another
wagon makes fun of Franch politicians

ahead of the presidental election in France
labr this year.

Maost oats ame made cul of cardboarnd and
polyester, and ihe camavaliers try bo be
B creative 83 possdile in orded 10 SuIpdise
tha public. = Wa use Bucrescent paint so
Ihe king flcal looks brighter, Than we have
waler neserves o spray into the crowd, and
wa make smaking chimnoys”, Prowvigna iokd
hiEurops. it's a know-how that was passed
dawn from genaration o generation, he
adds.

Big heads (puppets) and animated
characlars are also pan of the parade.
Irflatabde planets will Ty arcund thi king's
Naal. and in batwesn the wagons, thare
afe circus people. Acrobals. streat arlists
and dancers. Last year, a Chinese roupe
playad drunken men wearng traditonal
cosbumes.

Bataille des Fleurs

Massena Sguare is also whers the Mower
parades known as Balslle des Fleus wil
be laking place. A poalic procession of
sixlean Boats decorated with 3000 owers
Ihrowm at the crowd by 8 group of young
women, including the Camaval Quess.
During each of the five parades. the young

modals also toes four tons of mimosa, the
amblgmatic fiowar of the French Riviera,
inio the crowds.

Caroling Roux créples the costumas for
the models, "We choose malerials thal
riaflact the dayight. and decarala tham with
rhinestone, sequing and even homahair”,
i odd hEuropsd. AS 8 CoBlure designer,
she is never shon of ideas. Thare are
coslumes made wilh fishing lines and
shades of blue, a black and red skill made
of leather to look like oll, blacks orchids
loghing Bke coal fliowers, & yellow costume
with power outlels and o hat lopped wih 2
Large light bulb

Orvir b yesars, the camival of Mice has
aarmad internalional recognition. This
spring the Chinese city of Miaman may
organize its cwn "Carnival of Nice', If these
plans ane camied oul, the Toats will ba
dissaggamibled, iransporied n containers
and reassembled in China,
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